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How is Chicago still famous and have People Stopped Visiting the City Even after all this Crime?

Name

Institution
Chicago the third largest city in the United States was founded in the 18th century and became a city in 1837. It is described as the only city which thrived as a result of French and German settlers. Since its initiation as a city, Chicago has experienced continued growth, something which has positioned it as an alpha+ global city (Aires et al., 2014). Chicago's image over the years has been appealing to the eyes of tourists making it an international tourist destination. This can be attributed to the beautiful skyline, the presence of greatest lakes, including Michigan, a rich culture, and a well-designed means of transportation. However, despite all these attributes, Chicago's image has been tarnished due to increased crime rates in the last five years. 

In the recent past, the crime rate in Chicago has escalated with hundreds of youths, particularly Blacks. In 2017 alone, more than 600 people were murdered in Chicago, most of them black teenagers (Corley, 2018). This is one of the significant causes of reduced tourism and economic development in major cities in the country. Authorities and organizations fighting for human rights have been at the forefront in the fight to reduce the crime, something which seems possible. This is because the number of homicides in 2018 is less compared to that of 2017. This proves that the fight against crime has been a success to some point.

Although crime in Chicago has been high, the city remains famous to many people across the world, with millions of tourists visiting the city every year. After the killings in 2017, President Donald Trump referred to the city as ‘hellish’ as and worse than Afghanistan (Mirabile & Nass, 2018). This is because young innocent lives were cut short, something which has negative impacts on the economic development of the city and country as a whole. However, the tourism industry has continued to grow tremendously, surpassing the forecasted figures. 

Continued growth of the city's tourism industry can be attributed to increased technology, innovation, and creativity. This can be seen in the ever-growing skyline, carefully designed to maintain the culture of the city while at the same time embracing new architectural designs. There are stylish five-star hotels which are built across the city, allowing people from different social classes to enjoy the same privileges which are expensive in other cities. Just like New York's High Line, Chicago has developed a new Riverwalk which has been attracting both locals and other tourists. The presence of these stylishly designed hotels and Riverwalk have led to an increase in the number of tourists even beyond summer time. This shows that regardless of the season there are people visiting the country all year round.

Also, Chicago is famous for its dishes and the extraordinary food scene. It is known for having some of the best restaurants in the country. Chicago out-competed Los Angeles and New York as the best restaurant cities in the country (Bon Appetit Magazine, 2017). This is because the city has remained loyal to American classic foods including sandwiches, pizzas, and hotdogs. This has also been achieved by fusion of cooking and science, whereby meals are prepared as the customer watches. Everyone would love to eat something which they have witnessed being prepared. As such, the food scene in Chicago has retained its fame as the best food city in the country. It is also home to the best restaurant in the United States, Alinea (Bon Appetit Magazine, 2017). There are also cheap foods which are served in the five-star hotels. This means that tourists, as well as locals, do not have to dig deep into their pockets to afford a meal in the city. These restaurants are known for pushing high-end Mexican foods forward. As a result of Mexican foods being famous around the globe, Chicago has become famous for promoting these meals. 

Art has helped the city maintain its fame amidst high crime and homicide rates. Since 2011, Chicago has been promoting public art initiative, with free performers being invited to promote local art (Ekstein, 2017). Art ranging from sculptures, paintings, and drawings has been embraced in the city, something which has attracted both locals and international tourists. Art in public avenues like the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) stations has also acted as an attraction site in the city. CTA is one of the city's main transportation systems running from north to south of the city. Art in different stations helps in promoting the values, beliefs, and address issues affecting the people. The rich culture of the city has also been promoted through art that in return helps improve the economy, public enrichment, and tourism. 

The neighborhoods of Chicago are characterized by the presence of diverse cultures and people from different backgrounds around the world. This is realized by riding the elevated railway, which crosses the city from north to south. In addition to allowing riders to view different cultures, a ride on the L line allows them to view the changing skyline, from downtown Chicago to the neighborhoods and the CBD. For instance, there are Black, Chinese, Italian, and Hispanic neighborhoods which represent the rich cultures of the city and the neighborhoods. Culture is also promoted by museums and theaters. Museums help in keeping the history of the city since its discovery. Theaters have also helped local communities share their culture to the world, which in turn has led to an increase in the number of tourists visiting the city. 

This summer I was lucky enough to get a chance to visit Chicago, and I was really fascinated by how the city was highly developed, with a unique skyline. I was attracted to ride the Red Line because I would be able to view different neighborhoods, see the changing skyline, the aesthetic value of the city, levels of hygiene, and demographics of the city. I was also able to see Lake Michigan which is a primary source of water in the city. Some of the neighborhoods which I was able to pass through were Chinatown, Canaryvile, and uptown. They were characterized by different demographics, including Chinese, Hispanics, and Whites. I was also able to visit a five-star hotel where I enjoyed an Italian beef sandwich for only $5. This made me realize how classic foods were cheap in the city compared to other cities in the country, including Los Angeles and New York. I also visited the Ellis Tower and the Riverwalk. Compared to other major cities, Chicago is the only city which had both art and architecture fused together to form beautiful designs.

In conclusion, Chicago is one of the best cities in the United States because of the different aspects, including rich culture, excellent transportation systems, best food scenes, beautifully designed skyscrapers and an attractive skyline, and diverse ethnics. Although there are increased crime rates in the city, Chicago has remained a famous city, with increased tourism year after year since 2011. These attributes have outcompeted the negative perception of Chicago as a crime city. 
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